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Abstract 

Since the 1960s several large-scale urban projects have been launched on the small territory of 

Luxembourg, most notably the urban extension of the capital city on plateau Kirchberg and the 

current construction of UL?s new campus at Belval-Ouest. Recently, a couple of new projects are 

under consideration in Luxembourg City (Gare, Hamilius, Ban de Gasperich or Porte de 

Hollerich), adding significant portions of retail, office space and (to a lesser extent) housing to the 

city?s built environment. This inclination to plan large-scale projects is actually astonishing, given 

the size of city and country, its scarce planning capacities, and the often problematic results of 

such ventures exposed in the planning literature. Against this background, the project, first, aims 

to explore the question whether the Luxembourgish preference for large-scale urban development 

is appropriate, given the rather specific local and regional context such as scale and scope. 

Second, it asks how future challenges of urban governance and planning might be best met. 

Based on three research angles (governance/planning process, urban and spatial integration, 

learning process / recommendations), a critical analysis will be conducted in order to contribute 

to improving planning practices and urban governance in Luxembourg. Based on this project it 

will be asked how a `smart urbanism? could look like, compared to the actual practice. Major 

sources of empirical analyses will be documents and interviews . Due to the specific framework 

conditions of the Grand Duchy (small country and capital city, relatively high economic 

performance, extensive spatial reach) and given the lack of existing planning theories, Grounded 

Theory has been chosen as a particular methodological approach. Furthermore, as the large-

scale projects are embedded in state modernization, image building and international competition, 

discourse analysis will be practiced in order to decipher the highly important non-material 

dimension of communicative construction of space. 


